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RSS devaluing 11 Ts-11Ms by branding them anti-Hindu, anti-
national

http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/rss-devaluing-iits-iims-by-branding-them-anti-hindu-anti-
national/article1-1371380.aspx

Is it just a cultural outfit or does it have a role in guiding the political destiny of India? The RSS really needs to
make up its mind.

After saying that it had no role in running the government, the RSS has missed no opportunity to make its views
heard on a number of issues which are not in its purview as a non-political cultural outfit.

And many of these pronouncements have harmed the image of the BJP government, in whose name it often
claims to speak. The latest salvo is against some of the I1Ts and IIMs by the RSS mouthpiece, the Organiser. It
says that these institutions are promoting an anti-Indian and anti-Hindu sentiment.

It singled out eminent nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar for criticising the HRD ministry on certain issues. It then
bizarrely asks why Mr Kakodkar did not criticise the Kiss of Love movement by IIT Mumbai students even as
he accused Union HRD minister Smriti Irani of recruiting directors to the 1ITs casually.

The other pieces of evidence of anti-national and anti-Hindu activity consist of the introduction of non-
vegetarian food in IIT Roorkee’s canteen and the apparent low morals of the faculties in IITs, which were
misguiding students.

The IITs and IIMs are by all accounts India’s calling cards in educational excellence. Scientists and other top
academics have every right to question the actions of the ministry, but this in no way amounts to any attempt to
undermine these institutions.

It beggars belief that an institution of learning should have to prove its Hindu credentials. The government
should step in and tell the RSS to stay out of these institutions and stop damaging the morale of the faculty and
students.

The mouthpiece has also meddled in the FTII imbroglio, dubbing those protesting against the appointment of
Gajendra Chauhan as chairman as anti-Hindu. The RSS is clearly way out of line with these remarks.

It is not the custodian of Hinduism and being pro-Hindu cannot be a qualification for any institution. By
interfering like this, it is devaluing the brand of these places where the best and brightest of our students study.
If the RSS contention that the Left and Congress sought to undermine these institutions by introducing an
ideological tilt to them, then it is doing the same by its remarks.

The RSS can well be a guide for the BJP, but it has to leave the running of institutions to elected
representatives. In recent times, it has sought to communalise many issues to the detriment of our social fabric.

It must confine itself to its avowed claim that it is a cultural organisation and refrain from intruding into areas
where it has no expertise or knowledge.

This might be something it could ponder at its meeting in Nainital which begins this week.
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AIIMS, 11T team up for research

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/aiims-iit-team-up-for-research/article7445152.ece

All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Bhubaneswar, and Indian Institute of Technology, Bhubaneswar, have
teamed up for innovating low cost automated medical equipment, which would help provide rapid diagnostic
findings while reducing human involvement.

The two Bhubaneswar-based premiere institutes will collaborate for at least three projects.

Sources said proposals have been finalised for working on e-Stethoscope, which will be a low-cost audio-visual
digital stethoscope, e-Clinic Station, a wellness monitoring device proposed to be run by healthcare data
analytics software and a low-cost wireless vital signs monitoring device which could continuously record
physiological signals and measurements of main vital signs such as pulse rate, blood oxygen saturation and
body temperature parameters.

A senior official said the proposed low-cost wireless vital signs monitoring device could help the Odisha
government which is struggling to upgrade rural healthcare and prevent health-related deaths in remote
locations.

Both the institutes are preparing to present the proposals to the State Innovation Council chaired by Chief
Secretary for securing funding.

AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, Director A. K. Mahapatra confirmed about research collaboration. He also informed that

AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, was encouraging junior faculties to come up with research proposals which could get
initial funding up to Rs. 5 lakh from the institute.

At-home Bengalureans feel left out, say 11Sc researchers

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/At-home-Bengalureans-feel-left-out-say-11Sc-

researchers/articleshow/48152607.cms

BENGALURU: Sreepathi Rao, a senior citizen from Malleswaram, loves his daily walks with his granddaughter. But what
annoys him is the pathetic state of neighbourhood footpaths.

At-home Bengalureans, be it the elderly or homemakers, feel the authorities are least bothered about people like them
who often have to walk to do their chores. In fact, they hardly feature in the city's planning.

To put things into perspective, researches at |ISc have highlighted how the transport department and the local
government fail to understand the travel patterns of non-working Bengalureans. M Manoj and Ashish Verma from the
institute's civil engineering department studied the socio-demographic characteristics and activity-travel behaviour of
non-workers using primary activity-travel survey data from a carefully selected sample of 2,400 households.

According to the analysis, non-workers have a lower activity participation level, are highly dependent on walking, have a
lower trip chaining tendency (the number of activities they finish in a single trip) and a distinct time-of-day preference to
step out only during non-peak hours for various activities, as compared to other developed nations of the world.

Based on the findings, the researchers have listed some useful measures that the civic agencies could adopt. For
instance, if activity locations such as shopping centres are brought closer to residential neighbourhoods, it could
encourage these people to participate in more activities. "People have been found to spend an inordinate amount of
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time watching TV; neighbourhood-level measures such as creation of green spaces and recreational activity centres
should be considered," they say.

Since this category includes a large number of elderly people and women who take care of household obligations, future
urban development strategy could include bringing shopping locations and schools closer to residential neighbourhoods.
Also, provisions of safe, continuous and adequate pedestrian infrastructure to access these facilities can promote 'active
and happier' ageing among the older populace, the study observes.

Raichur observes bandh for 1T

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/raichur-observes-bandh-for-iit/article7447842.ece

The Raichur district bandh call given by IIT Horata Samithi, a conglomerate of different organisations,
individuals and political party representatives, evoked a good response across the district.

Buses operated by North Eastern Karnataka Road Transport Corporation remained off the road. Shops, hotels,
garages, trading units at APMC and other business establishments did not raise their shutters. Roads wore a
deserted look in many parts of the district headquarters. Primary and high schools remained closed.

Though colleges and other higher education institutions were open, attendance of students as well as lecturers
and non-teaching staff was poor. Though banks and government officers functioned as usual, they witnessed
fewer activities. Private transport services, including autorickshaws, operated as usual.

Massive support

The bandh call was supported by various political parties and civil-society organisations, including pro-
Kannada organisations, dalit groups, Hyderabad-Karnataka based outfits, trade unions, and mass organisations
affiliated to political parties. While BJP and JD(S) were in the forefront, the Left parties extended their support
with their active participation.

Public meeting

A public meeting was organised at Teen Kandeel Circle in the morning where representatives of various
organisations and parties and prominent individuals publically criticised the State government for its
“reluctance” to ensure an IIT for Raichur. They alleged that proposing three names — Raichur, Dharwad and
Mysuru — to the Union government was an attempt by the State government to instigate a fight among people
from those cities for the premier institute. They condemned the Chief Minister, Siddaramaiah, for his “covert
efforts” to deprive Raichur of the IIT and take the institute to his home-city, Mysuru.

They then took out a procession to the district administration complex and submitted a memorandum to the
Deputy Commissioner S. Sasikanth Senthil.

Mentioning the Dr. D.M. Nanjundappa panel’s recommendation for the establishment of IIT in Raichur and
Jagadish Shettar government’s letter to the Union government in 2012 proposing the name of the city for the
institute, they, in the memorandum, demanded the State government to send a fresh proposal recommending
only Raichur for the establishment of IIT.

The leaders warned the government of intensified struggles such as hunger strikes in the near future if it did not
heed their demand.

No signs of Congress participation
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The Congress party was conspicuous by its absence. None of its leaders and representatives of its mass
organisations were found either at the public meeting at Teen Kandeel or at the rally and demonstration outside
the office of Deputy Commissioner, apparently for avoiding conflict with their State leaders and their
government.



